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The RSC Golden Turkey Award highlights absurd – though obscure – government  

regulations. This rule enforcement is destroying property value and is absurd. 

 

IN THIS MONTH’S EDITION: THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT CAN PLACE AN 

UNNECESSARILY HIGH NUMBER OF HAZARD MARKERS ON PRIVATE PROPERTY.  

 

Last year, Plantation and Colonial Pipelines, under the direction of the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 

Administration (PHMSA), placed hazard markers in large numbers on a stretch of Remington Road in 

Chamblee, Georgia to mark buried pipeline. The citizens of Remington Road are deeply concerned that 

the unnecessary number of new hazard markers will depress their home values.  

 

This is an area in which the federal law, which reads as follows, is vague: “[m]arkers must be located at 

each public road crossing, at each railroad crossing, and in sufficient number along the remainder of each 

buried line so that its location is accurately known.” The regulation is broad and open to an enormous 

degree of interpretation. PHMSA interpreted the regulation extraordinarily broadly in this case and placed 

forty seven of the following signs on a half-mile of road: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In response to criticism, PHMSA has been defiant, insisting that the directive to increase the number of 

hazard markers was their prerogative. As a result, Rep. Tom Price (R-GA) wrote a letter to the Pipeline 

and Hazardous Materials Admistration on this topic asking them to change their method of enforcing this 

regulation.  In response, PHMSA responded: “While the regulations specify the minimum requirements 

for line markers, they do not specify a maximum number of linemarkers.” Taking this logic, this case 

could easily be repeated elsewhere. 

 

Rep. Price is receiving the recognition for highlighting and fighting this bureaucratic over-enforcement of 

a broadly worded federal regulation. He plans on delivering remarks on the floor this week. For more 

information, please contact Kyle Zebley at Kyle.Zebley@mail.house.gov.    
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